
   
  

 

December 5, 2025 

As the Diocese of Salt Lake City prepares for the future of Catholic education in Utah, our schools remain 
steadfast in their commitment to providing a Christ-centered, academically excellent and mission-driven 
education for every student. Collaborative and strategic restructuring is essential to ensure long-term 
sustainability, strengthen academic offerings and expand opportunities for students.  

For the 2026-2027 school year, three schools - J.E. Cosgriff Memorial Catholic School, Kearns-Saint Ann School 
and Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic School - will implement grade-level realignments designed to build a unified, 
mission-focused educational system.  

These decisions are made with full support from diocesan leadership and the pastors of Saint Ambrose Catholic 
Church, Saint Ann Catholic Church and Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church, who are dedicated partners in 
strengthening Catholic education for families across the Wasatch Front. 

Grade Configuration Changes for 2026-2027 
 
J.E. Cosgriff Memorial Catholic School: 
For the 2026-2027 school year: 

● Grades 7 and 8 will continue to be offered 
● Grade 6 will not be offered (For convenience, students, grades 6-8, may be dropped off at J.E. Cosgriff 

and ride a bus provided by Judge Memorial Catholic High School to Our Lady of Lourdes.) 
The final 8th grade class will graduate in 2026-2027, completing a coordinated transition to a PreKindergarten-
5th Grade model for the 2027-2028 school year. 
 
Kearns–Saint Ann Catholic School: 
Beginning in 2026–2027, Kearns-Saint Ann School will serve students, PreKindergarten-5th grade.  Students, 
grades 6–8, have the option to: 

● Attend Our Lady of Lourdes Middle School Academy.  (For convenience, students, grades 6-8, may be 
dropped off at Kearns-Saint Ann and ride a bus provided by Judge Memorial Catholic High School to 
Our Lady of Lourdes.) 

● Enroll in another Utah Catholic School offering those grades 
 
Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic School: 
Beginning in 2026–2027, Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic School will serve students, grades 3-8.  Students in grades 
K-2 have the option to: 

● Attend Kearns-Saint Ann School (For convenience, students, grades K-2, may be dropped off at Our 
Lady of Lourdes and ride a bus provided by Judge Memorial Catholic High School to Kearns-Saint Ann.) 

● Enroll in another Utah Catholic School offering those grades 
The middle school (grades 6–8) at Our Lady of Lourdes will grow into a centralized middle school academy 
following this phased plan: 

● 2027-2028: Grades 4-8 
● 2028-2029: Grades 5-8 
● 2029-2030: Grades 6-8 

To ensure stability for students and support a smooth, well-planned transition across all three school 
communities, enrollment in Grades 3–5 at Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic School will be limited to currently 
enrolled students during this restructuring period. 
 
To support this transition, acceptance to Our Lady of Lourdes Middle School Academy for students from J.E. 
Cosgriff and Kearns–Saint Ann (Grades 6-8) for the 2026-2027 school year will be guaranteed following these 
guidelines: 



● Completion of the application process by February 15, 2026 
○ Application fee will be waived by Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic School 

● Good standing in academics and conduct 
These expectations ensure fairness, transparency and planning for space, staffing and student support. 
 

Long-Term Vision 
 
PreKindergarten-5th Grade  
The PreKindergarten through 5th grade model will provide a strong educational foundation, allowing students 
to build essential skills, confidence and a love of learning. By focusing on PreKindergarten-5th Grade, J.E. 
Cosgriff Memorial and Kearns-Saint Ann can effectively utilize elementary resources, add additional grade level 
classrooms and foster collaboration among teachers to enrich instruction.  This focused, nurturing environment 
supports younger students’ growth while giving families opportunities to become part of and thrive within the 
Catholic school community. 
 
Middle School Experience (Grades 6-8) 
This integrated model enhances continuity in faith formation, academic excellence, social development and 
community identity. Our Lady of Lourdes Middle School Academy will bring students together from multiple 
Catholic elementary schools, creating opportunities for stronger academic programs, expanded leadership 
and extracurricular offerings and a united Catholic community across the diocese.  Students at Our Lady of 
Lourdes Middle School Academy will benefit from: 

● More academic and exploratory offerings taught by content-specialized teachers 
● A strong Catholic environment with daily prayer, retreats and service 
● Expanded leadership opportunities in student council, campus ministry and service 
● Shared resources, including labs, arts programs and extracurricular activities 

This collaborative approach ensures that middle school students receive a mission-driven educational 
experience that prepares them for high school and supports their academic, spiritual and social growth. 
 
Cradle to College Opportunity 
These realignments support a unified diocesan educational system: 

● J.E. Cosgriff Memorial Catholic Elementary School (Early Childhood–Grade 5) 
● Kearns–Saint Ann Catholic School (Early Childhood–Grade 5) 
● Our Lady of Lourdes Middle School Academy (Grades 6–8) 
● Judge Memorial Catholic High School (Grades 9–12) 

 
Commitment to Families 

 
These changes reflect responsible stewardship, a shared academic vision and a commitment to growing 
strong, faith-filled children prepared for high school and beyond.  Families will not walk this path alone. 
Throughout the transition, schools will prioritize: 

● Clear and timely communication 
● Pastoral care 
● Stability for students 
● Respect for each school’s community identity 

To support families in making confident informed decisions, each school will host opportunities to: 
● Tour the school campus 
● Visit classrooms and learning spaces 
● Meet the administration, faculty and staff 
● Learn directly from school leaders about curriculum, Catholic Identity and student life   

 
Looking Ahead 

 
The 2026–2027 grade realignments represent a bold, collaborative and strategic step forward for Utah Catholic 
schools.  By reshaping school configurations, students, families and educators will benefit from a system rooted 
in faith formation, academic excellence and long-term sustainability.  These efforts honor the 150-year legacy 
of Utah Catholic schools while ensuring that the schools remain faith-filled, academically strong and future-
focused for generations to come. 

 
 
 



 
Upcoming Events 

 
Information Sessions:  

● December 9: 6:00-7:00pm  
● Wednesday January 7: 6:30-7:30pm  

○ Both sessions will be held at Judge Memorial Catholic High School (4th Floor Learning Commons) 

Tuesday, December 9 Agenda: 
• Opening Prayer 
● Welcome & Introductions 
● Overview of the Collaborative Vision 
● Why These Changes? 
● Academic Excellence Framework 
● Frequently Asked Questions 
● Questions  

 
Wednesday, January 7 Agenda: 

● Opening Prayer 
● Welcome & Introductions 
● Updates  
● Deep Dive: Our Lady of Lourdes Middle School Academy 
● Transition Planning for 2026–2027 
● Transportation & Logistics Update 
● Staffing & Program Development 
● Questions 

○ Admissions Fair: J.E. Cosgriff Memorial Catholic School, Kearns-Saint Ann School, Our Lady of 
Lourdes Catholic School, Saint Vincent de Paul Parish School and The Madeleine Choir School 
 

 

 


