Mr. Weyher’s 2nd Grade Class

J.E. Cosgriff Memorial School 2017-18
Disclosure Statement

Dear Parents:

Welcome to 2nd grade!  I am very excited for this school year and dedicated to making this your child’s best year ever!
Goals

My goals are that each student:

· enjoys school and is excited about learning
· feels valued, secure, respected, and capable

· progresses academically, socially, and spiritually

Classroom Rules

For school to be an enjoyable, safe, and productive atmosphere, students must follow the classroom rules:

1. Listen when others are talking.

2. Follow directions.

3. Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself.

4. Work quietly and do not disturb others.

5. Show respect for school and personal property.

6. Work and play in a safe manner.

I strongly believe that students are motivated through positive feedback and rewards that are intrinsic.  I like to use specific recognition and praise, Quick Notes, and Mystery Motivators and more.

Consequences


IF YOU CHOOSE TO BREAK A RULE


First Time:
Name on Board. Warning


Second Time:
One Check.  “Think Sheet” during first 5 min. recess.


Third Time:
Two Checks.  Referral Slip to meet with Mrs. Hunt and 





Notify parents.


*Names and check marks will be erased at the end of each day.  Each student will have a fresh start each day.


I am dedicated to creating a safe and positive school environment for each child to learn and grow. I will work closely with you as parents to ensure this.

Curriculum
Second grade is a very important year for your children as they prepare receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation and First Holy Communion.  Mrs. Hogan will be teaching religion class to all of the second graders.  I will support Mrs. Hogan and reinforce the religion curriculum in our classroom through daily prayers and the integration of Jesus’ teachings into other academic subjects. 

The J.E. Cosgriff second grade curriculum is based on the Common Core State Standards.  The curriculum in our classroom meets and exceeds these standards.

In second grade, we continue to work on reading and writing skills.  Through the Houghton Mifflin Journeys program there will be a combination of daily group grade-level reading and language art as well as small, leveled guided reading groups.  We will also use Step-Up to Writing and the 6+1 Traits of Good Writing program to continue to develop each students’ writing skills according to the Six Traits of Good Writing Model:

· 1 - Ideas

· 2 - Word choice

· 3 - Voice

· 4 - Conventions

· 5 - Sentence Fluency

· 6 - Organization

· + Presentation
 Our spelling program is Words Their Way.  This program is based on research findings that spelling is a strategic process based on problem solving, decision making, analogy, and metacognition.  Spelling, word study, fluency, and language development are incorporated into this program.  We are excited to use this program at Cosgriff and know that it will benefit all students.  One of the most important aspects of this program is the use of poetry to model, practice and improve reading fluency.
We will continue Power Hour in Second Grade.  Power Hour consists of three small-group fifteen minute sessions of guided reading, Words-Their –Way word work and Step-Up to Writing.  Each student will participate in each of the three groups every day.

We will be using Math in Focus by Marshal Cavendish. This series meets the needs of all students by drawing on strategies that have been very successfull in Singapore:

· Skills and concepts taught in depth to allow for mastery.

· Use of concrete to pictorial to abstract development of concepts using model drawings to connect visual representation to problem solving.
· Emphasis on problem solving considered central to all mathematics study.
JE Cosgriff is in the process of adopting and implementing the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS).  The NGSS encompasses the four domains of science: Physical Science, Life Science, Earth and Space Science, and Engineering Design.  
Classroom instruction will also include Social Studies, Science, Health, and Handwriting.  

The students will go to specials for Computers, Choir, Physical Education, Spanish, Music, Library, and Art.  

Specials Schedule
Monday

11:00 – 11:30  
Computer



2:20 – 2:50

Spanish
Tuesday

1:25 – 2:15 

Religion



2:20 – 3:00

Music

Wednesday

12:40 – 1:10

Choir      





2:20 – 2:50

Spanish


Thursday

10:50 – 11:40

PE






1:25 – 2:15

Religion






2:20 – 3:00

Library



Friday


8:30 – 9:30 

MASS






12:30 – 1:10

Art

* P.E. Dress – Students need to wear or bring sneakers to school on Thursdays.  They may change them after PE or continue to wear them if they are part of the Cosgriff Uniform.  Students without the proper shoes will have to sit out and this may affect their grade.
Homework 
 


Reading aloud will be the primary focus of at home work.  Your child needs to read 20 minutes every night. 
*Leveled book baggies will be sent home mid-September.

We will also have a Math Project every other month beginning in September.



I will be sending home math games we have practiced and enjoyed in class.
There will also be a poem to memorize most weeks.  I will check off the poem each Friday.  I use poetry in the classroom to model, practice and help improve reading fluency.
There may also be writing, religion and science and social studies assignments.  Science and social studies will vary, and your child will be assigned reports and projects throughout the year.  
Birthdays
We will celebrate each child’s birthday in class.  If you would like to send a treat on your child’s birthday, please make sure it is a healthy store-bought item and does not contain nuts.  If your child has a summer birthday, we will definitely celebrate his or her half-birthday.  

Lunch and Snack
Lunch is at 11:45 a.m.  Each child should bring a healthy snack daily.  We have long and busy mornings and this is helpful in staying focused and energized.

Thank you so much for your support as we begin this school year together.  Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns.
Sincerely,

Mr.   Weyher

sweyher@cosgriff.org
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